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News Release

HPD Informs Public of Text Message Circulating 
March 19, 2009
The Harrisonburg Police Department wants to inform the public of a text message that is being sent throughout the City of Harrisonburg and surrounding areas.
The text message is telling individuals that there will be a gang initiation at Wal-Mart sometime this week, possibly involving a shooting or other serious criminal activity. 
HPD has been informed that other law enforcement agencies outside this area have received the same information within the last few days. 
At this point there is nothing verifiable about this text message. If you receive the text message please do not forward it to anyone else. 
The Department always encourages individuals to practice good personal safety habits. 

Recommended safety tips
· Always make sure the doors and windows of your home and vehicle are locked
· Pay attention to your surroundings, especially at night

· Don’t walk while talking on a cell phone or with headphones on

· Use the buddy system and walk or travel with a friend 

· Call police if you see something suspicious 
Call 9-1-1 if you are having an emergency for all non-emergency calls dial 434-4436.    
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